This book is a paperback publication of the second, revised edition of a classic in immunology. In the eighteen years since it was first published it has not been superseded by any book. Other books, particularly Kabat and Mayer's Experimental Immunochemistry complement and add to it but do not supplant it.
Despite many exciting new developments in immunology such as those in the fields of transplantation immunity and auto-immune mechanicsms which are necessarily not covered in this book, the theoretical considerations which support them are explicitly stated and thoroughly documented. In particular, the field of immunochemistry is defined and surveyed and Landsteiner's own immunochemical work on artifically conjugated antigens is presented in company with the theoretical considerations which led him to open this field.
This publication has a vital place in the library of anyone who has more than a casual interest in immunology. The bibliographic references alone constitute a guide to almost all publications of importance in immunology in the first sixty years of this eighty-year-old area of microbiology.
Few classics in medicine continue to be as useful as this one twenty years after they were written. This is an unusual, informative, and highly readable book. It brings together in readily accessible form excellent discussions of many problems which arise in pediatric practice, which are not well covered-or not covered at all-in the usual textbook or current journal. The author points out that in his own experience in the private practice of pediatrics about one half of his time was taken up with the health supervision of well children, about one-third with children who had minor illnesses, and the remaining 15 per cent with children who were ill. A great deal of current literature is available on the latest methods of diagnosis and treatment of disease, but relatively little "to assist in the task of advising about the predictable patterns and problems of growth and development both in healthy children and for those who are handicapped." The book fills the need in these areas admirably and with authority.
The contents include sections on growth and development; developmental physiology; nutrition; immunization and the communicable diseases; visual, hearing, and speech problems; mental retardation; rheumatic fever, congenital heart disease, cerebral palsy, and other handicaps; public health services for all children and for handicapped children; and finally, selected topics in social medicine-juvenile delinquency, adoption, accidents, etc. In all of these areas the treatment of the material is factual, conflicting views are covered fairly, and the latest relevant data are presented in clear and concise form.
This should prove a valuable reference book for pediatricians and for
